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Leaping into the Holidays
The Jack-in-the Box (Caroline Margo) leaps out as Clara (Lyssa Leisher) watches in
amazement during a rehearsal of “The Nutcracker” to be presented Dec. 5-7 at
West Potomac Hig School. More photos, page 3.
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By Michael Lee Pope

The Gazette

I
n the last three years, dozens
of new car-title lending busi-
nesses have popped up in

neighborhoods across Northern
Virginia — the result of recent
regu la t ions
opening the
door to a busi-
ness that
charges as
much as 264
percent a year
on loans.
Since 2010,
when the Vir-
ginia General
A s s e m b l y
gave the green light to the indus-
try, the total number of locations
has more than doubled from 184
to 395. And locations are opening
every week.

“It’s a trap, and although it’s pre-

sented as a loan it’s really loan-
sharking,” said Jay Speech, execu-
tive director of the Virginia Pov-
erty Law Center. “People who get
into this end up much worse off
than when they started.”

Lenders have always charged a
range of interest rates for loans,

but what’s
h a p p e n i n g
now in neigh-
b o r h o o d s
across North-
ern Virginia is
u n p r e c -
e d e n t e d .
Back in 2010,
after then-At-
torney Gen-
eral Bob

McDonnell went after the car-title
lending industry for violating Vir-
ginia law restricting how soon col-
lections could begin on loans,
members of the Virginia General

By Michael Lee Pope

The Gazette

T
he upcoming session of
the Virginia General As-
sembly is likely to feature

a new debate about the state of
the commonwealth’s mental
health services, one prompted by
the attempted murder and suicide
of a state senator. Last week, the
24-year-old son of state Sen.
Creigh Deeds (D-25) stabbed the
senator in the face and upper body
before killing himself with a rifle.

The tragic story has opened new
questions about the availability of
mental health services in Virginia,
even for a well-connected family
with political ties that reach across
the commonwealth.

“What we have to do is to make
sure that we are providing as com-
prehensive a set of services as we
can to help people with mental ill-
ness stabilize themselves,” said
state Sen. George Barker (D-39).
“We need to help them get on the
road to recovery so they can man

Usury Explosion
Northern Virginia becomes
hotbed for car-title lending industry.

“People who get into
this end up much
worse off than when
they started.”

— Jay Speech, executive direc-
tor, Virginia Poverty Law Center

New Focus on
Mental Health
Deeds family tragedy creates
new spotlight on social services.
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Tapping soldiers Jordan McCray, Jessica Dickerson, Lindsay Leisher and Kaila Anderson entertain the guests during the Christmas Eve party in Act
1 of the Alexandria Community Dance production of “The Nutcracker.”

Alexandria Community Dance To Present ‘Nutcracker’

Celebrating five years on the stage, members of the Alexandria Community Dance
performance of “The Nutcracker” come together for a photo before the rehearsal on
Sunday afternoon, Nov. 24, at the Springbank Auditorium in West Potomac High School.

Hope Sawyer, playing a mouse, watches the unfolding of
the scene with her fellow mice during Sunday
afternoon’s dress rehearsal.

Jessica Dickerson, the
Mouse Queen, arrives at
midnight after the party.

Clara (Lyssa Leisher) raises up her gift, “The Nutcracker,”
in front of her friends at the party.

At the Christmas Eve party, teenagers Catherine Medrano
and Olivia Hays share a bit of gossip.

A
lexandria Community
Dance presents its 5th
Annual “Nutcracker”
production Dec. 5 -7,

with more than 100 dancers swirl-
ing, tumbling, and soaring
onstage.

Tap, jazz, hip hop, lyrical ballet
and even gymnastics add to the
merriment of this holiday favorite.
Dancers as young as 4 years old
from City of Alexandria and
Fairfax County elementary, sec-
ondary and middle schools per-
form with dancers from West
Potomac High School and the West
Potomac Dance Academy.

General admission tickets is $15
for adults, $12 for children, and

half-price tickets for senior citizens
at all shows. Purchase tickets at
www.alexandriadance.com, for
groups email
alexandriadance2@gmail.com.

Performances will be held at
Springbank Auditorium, West
Potomac High School, 6500
Quander Road, on Dec. 5 and 6 at
6:30 p.m., Dec. 7 at 2:30 p.m. and
a Military Appreciation show at
6:30 p.m. offering $10 tickets for
members of military families with
a valid ID.

The dancers are organizing a
food drive for the needy in Alex-
andria and audience members are
encouraged to bring donations of
non-perishable foods to the shows.

Photos by

Louise Krafft

The Gazette
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By Gerald A. Fill

The Gazette

B
arbara Sullivan has been Mount Vernon At
Home’s executive director for the past three
years. Formerly she served as a licensed
long term care administrator for the Paul

Spring Retirement Center. She offered these com-
ments and suggestions on how to support MVAH:

Q. How long has MVAH been in existence,
and how many dues paying members do
you have?

A. We are half way through our fifth year of exist-
ence. We now have 190 dues paying members and
expect to have over 200 by early in 2014. We are a
critically important resource for those seniors in need
of advice and reliable support so that they can stay
in their homes for as long as they want and practi-
cal. For example, our transportation assistance is criti-
cal to keeping seniors independent; we drive them
to doctors’ appointments, grocery shopping, and so-
cial events. Our educational seminars have prevented
seniors from being scammed. MVAH also provides
valuable networking opportunities between our
members and county social service providers. We are
one of 30 senior villages in the Washington metro
area, and an active participant in the metro-wide
association of senior villages. You might character-
ize us as a neighborhood concierge service.

Q. What is the most gratify-
ing aspect about your job?

A. For me it is not a job, but a
calling. Every day is a challenge
but the rewards are many. I enjoy
watching our organization con-
tinue to grow and provide valuable
support and advisory services to
our members; be more of an inte-
gral part of the social services
needed by our members; and see-
ing the happy faces of seniors who,
because of our support, are secure
in their homes and can remain
active in the community and not be isolated and with-
out recourse to help when it is needed.

Q. How can people contribute to Mount
Vernon At Home; what do you need that
could be offered as a holiday gift?

A. Well, for sure we can always use a cash contri-
bution that could be written off as a charitable tax
deduction. We are a 501C3 organization. However,
we are also very interested in accepting volunteers
for a wide range of activities. Approximately 50 per
cent of our income comes from membership dues
and the rest is through private fundraising. Here is a
suggested list of holiday gift ideas:

❖ Membership to MVAH for yourself or from adult
children for their senior parents. In January and Feb-
ruary, 2014 we will be conducting open house brief-
ing sessions for seniors and/or adult children of se-
niors to describe the services we offer and answer
questions.

❖ Volunteer as a driver. Transportation assistance
is the #1 need of our seniors, and we are always

looking for drivers who will transport our members
to doctor and dental appointments, grocery shop-
ping, banking, social events, library, to the Hollin Hall
senior center, etc. Also, we collaborate with Fairfax
county to transport members needing handicapped
accessible transportation vehicles.

❖ Volunteers who bring specialized expertise to
our members. We emphasize educational seminars
and one on one tutorials about such subjects as in-
formation technology; affordable housing; financial
advice, estate planning, elder law, health insurance,
tax planning and preparation. We are also always on
the lookout for volunteers who will speak to our se-
niors about consumer protection tips to prevent medi-
cal identity theft, avoid unscrupulous contractor
scams, and other types of scams perpetrated on se-
niors.

❖ Volunteers who will assist us in fundraising
events, mailings, and administrative work of all kinds.
If you want to volunteer we have stuff for you to do

to help our senior members.

Q. Can you describe the
kind of social activities that
MVAH typically provides for
your members?

A. Here is a calendar of activi-
ties lined up for the next two
months.

November: Lunch and movie
day; grocery shopping outing; lec-
ture by noted potter Solveig Cox;
new member coffee at Sherwood
library; conversation with David

Shear at the Collingwood Library and Museum (com-
bating rhino and elephant poaching); Bridge; din-
ner ventures at the Mount Vernon Inn; volunteer re-
ception. In addition, the following community event
took place that our members attended: Virginia In-
surance Counseling workshop at the Hollin Hall Se-
nior Center.

December: Lunch Bunch at Bilbo Baggins, Old
Town; Philharmonic Orchestra at Bishop Ireton H.S.;
Gunston Hall Mansion Tour; Wreath Making work-
shop; MVAH Holiday Luncheon at Mt. Vernon Coun-
try Club; Dinner Ventures, Indigo Landing; Potluck
Brunch; Phillips Art Collection trip.

Q. What is your advice to seniors and
adult children of seniors to prevent emer-
gency situations from occurring, and ease
the transition for seniors who wish to
remain independent and age-in-place?

A. On the surface simple enough, but oh so im

Non-profit senior “village”
provides services to seniors
who wish to age-in-place.

Support Mount Vernon At Home

Details
MOUNT VERNON AT HOME
2013 Officers:
President: Morrie Hoven
Vice President: Nancy Urban
Treasurer: Virginia Hodgkinson
Secretary: Teresa Dyer
Executive Director: Barbara Sullivan
info@mountvernonathome.org
www.mountvernonathome.org
703-303-4060
P.O.Box 7493
Alexandria VA 22307-7493

Barbara Sullivan, executive director of
Mount Vernon At Home.
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Region Becomes Hotbed for Car-Title Lending Industry

This site is soon to become the latest addition to the series of car-title
lending operations that have opened along the Route 1 corridor since
legislators opened the door to the industry back in 2010.

Assembly crafted legislation that set rules
specific to car-title lenders. The legislation
created some restrictions that prevented
lenders from going after borrowers for ad-
ditional money if they had already repos-
sessed an automobile, prevented lenders
from charging more than 50 percent of the
value of a car and capped the interests rate
at 264 percent a year.

“Under this law, Mister Speaker, the in-
dustry will not grow,” said Del. Terry Kilgore
(R-1) when the bill was debated on the
House floor. “It will shrink.”

THAT PREDICTION ended up being
wrong. When the 2010 legislation passed,
Virginia had 125 car-title lending locations.
By the end of the year, that number had
spiked to 184 locations. By the end of 2011,
according to a report from the State Corpo-
ration Commission, the industry had 378
locations across the commonwealth. And
the industry was clamoring for more. In
2011, a year after the new rules were cre-
ated, the General Assembly considered an-
other piece of legislation that undercut one
of the restrictions created by the previous
bill — preventing lenders from accepting
titles of out-of-state cars.

“If you want to see car-title lenders do
more loans in the state of Virginia, then you
want to vote yes,” said Glenn Oder (R-94),
who brought a plush shark to the House
floor to help him make the point. “But if
you agree with me that the law we passed
last year was sufficient, then you want to
vote no.”

A number of Northern Virginia legislators
disagreed with Oder and supported the leg-
islation to expand the reach of car-title lend-
ers outside the boundaries of the common-
wealth.

The Senate passed the legislation on a 32
to 3 vote, with every member of the North-
ern Virginia supporting legislation that was
introduced by Senate Democratic leader
Dick Saslaw (D-35). On the House side, the
vote was much tighter — 51 in support and
47 in opposition.

The coalition in support of the bill was
bipartisan, including Del. Bob Brink (D-48),
Del. Barbara Comstock (R-34). Del. Kaye
Kory (D-38), Del. Tim Hugo (R-40) and Del.

Mark Sickles (D-43).
“All these laws do is let people get a car-

title loan,” said Del. Dave Albo (R-42), who
also voted in favor of the bill. “People can
determine if this is a good choice for them
or if it’s a bad choice for them.”

INDUSTRY LEADERS contributed gener-
ously to members of the General Assembly
and lobbied heavily to get their way. Since
2009, LoanMax contributed more than
$500,000 and Fast Auto Loans contributed
more than $200,000. Saslaw received the
largest individual contributions, receiving
$22,000 from Fast Auto Loans and almost
$20,000 from LoanMax. Many of the other
legislators voting in support of the industry
also received financial support from car-title
lenders. When asked about his support of
the 2011 bill, Del. Bob Brink (D-48) had
little to say.

“No comment,” said Brink, who received
$1,500 from LoanMax and $500 from Fast
Auto Loans.

A map of car-title lending operations in
Northern Virginia shows they are clustered
in areas with high poverty and low sala-
ries. Manassas has 11 locations. Annandale
has four. South Arlington has two.

The Route 1 corridor in southeast Fairfax

County has seven, and another one is about
to open at the intersection with Hunting-
ton Avenue. Some say they are concerned
Northern Virginia is becoming a place where
unscrupulous lenders can take advantage
of people in need who come from the Dis-
trict of Columbia or Maryland — a fear that

will become more pronounced when a new
casino opens in Prince George’s County.

“Route 1 has become the car-title lend-
ing capital of Northern Virginia,” said Del.
Scott Surovell (D-44). “And that’s the last
kind of economic development we need on
the corridor.”
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Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday at noon.

FRIDAY/NOV. 29
Blood Drive. 10:30 a.m.-4 p.m. at The

Elms at Kingstowne, 6008 Rock Cliff
Lane. The American Red Cross
Greater Chesapeake and Potomac
Blood Services is holding blood
drives throughout the region. Donors
are encouraged to call 1-800 RED
CROSS or visit redcrossblood.org.

SATURDAY/NOV. 30
English Conversation. 10:30 a.m. at

Sherwood Regional Library. Adults
can converse with other adults
learning English. Free.

HOLIDAY NEEDS

Toy Drive. Weichert, Realtors are
holding a toy drive through Dec. 13.
Drop off a new, unwrapped toy to
any of the offices. They will be
delivered throughout the holidays in
conjunction with local charities that
assist financially and physically
disadvantaged children. To make a
donation, visit any Weichert, Realtors
sales office or to find a local office,
visit www.weichert.com/offices/.

Toy Drive. Sheehy Auto Stores will
hold a toy drive to benefit the U.S.
Marine Corps Toys for Tots Program.
Through Dec. 15, donate a new,
unwrapped toy to Sheehy Honda of
Alexandria, 2434 Richmond
Highway.

Christmas Tree and Wreath Sale.
Pick out a freshly-cut North Carolina
Fraser Fir while enjoying some hot
cide and cookies. Ten percent of the
sale will go back to a designated PTA.

Runs Saturdays and Sundays at St.
Aidan’s Episcopal Church, 8531
Riverside Road, through Dec. 15.
Visit www.staidansepiscopal.com or
703-360-4220.

TUESDAY/DEC. 3
One-on-One Internet/Computer

Training. 8 p.m. at Martha
Washington Library, 6614 Fort Hunt
Road. Adults can get help with basic
skills. Call for appointment. Call 703-
768-6700.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 4
English Conversation. 10:15 a.m. at

Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre. Adults can
converse with other adults learning
English. Free. Call 703-339-4610.

Affordable Care Act Information. 7

p.m. at Sherwood Library, 2501
Sherwood Hall Lane. Northern
Virginia Family Services will provide
an overview of how the ACA has
changed the marketplace and how
you can sign up. Free. 703-765-3645.

THURSDAY/DEC. 5
Chamber Breakfast and Talk. 8-

9:30 a.m. at Mount Vernon Country
Club, 5111 Old Mill Road. The
Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber of
Commerce will host Glenn Spencer,
vice president of the Workforce
Freedom Initiative at the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce. $25. Visit
www.mtvernon-leechamber.org or
703-360-6925 for reservations.

English Conversation. 10:30 a.m. at
Sherwood Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane. Adults can converse with
other adults learning English. Free.

703-765-3645.
English Conversation. 2 p.m. at John

Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Adults can converse with other
adults learning English. Free. 703-
971-0010.

English Conversation. 7 p.m. at
Sherwood Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane or Kingstowne Library,
6500 Landsdowne Center. Adults can
converse with other adults learning
English. Free. 703-765-3645.

FRIDAY/DEC. 6
English Conversation. 10:30 a.m. at

Sherwood Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane. Adults can converse with
other adults learning English. Free.
703-765-3645.

Bulletin Board
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join a Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons…

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter &
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm
(en Español); 6:30 pm

Weekday
& Saturday
Mornings: 9:00 am Mass,
followed by Rosary (on First
Friday, Mass followed by
Eucharistic Adoration)
Thursday & First Friday
of the Month:
7:30 pm Mass en Español

Mass Schedule

AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH
…703-548-3888
ANGLICAN

CHRIST THE SAVIOUR
…703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND…703-683-3343

CHRIST THE KING
ANGLICAN CHURCH

…703-535-6815
APOSTOLIC

LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH
…703-518-4404

BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH

…703-683-2222
COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST

CHURCH…703-548-8000
CONVERGENCE CREATIVE
COMMUNITY OF FAITH...

703-998-6260
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH

…703-549-8116
DOWNTOWN BAPTIST

CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH
…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720

PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN
BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565
SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573

MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH
...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233

PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST
...703-360-4370
BRETHREN

 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH
…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH
OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST

CENTER...202-331-2122
ROMAN CATHOLIC

GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC
CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…
703-836-3725

ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH
…703-765-4421

ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…
703-836-4100
CHRISTIAN

HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES
...703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
OF ALEXANDRIA...703-549-3911

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST,
SCIENTIST, ALEXANDRIA...

703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494
CHURCH OF CHRIST

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF
CHRIST…703-836-3083

EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH

...703-683-0798

ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...
703-360-4220

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH...
703-780-3081

ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
...703-765-4342

ST. MARK EPISCOPAL
 CHURCH...703-765-3949

LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN

CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN…

703-765-8255
 EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN

CHURCH…703-765-5003
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA...

703-765-5003
 NATIVITY LUTHERAN

CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112
ORTHODOX

SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…
201-312-7678

ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA
...703-417-9665

PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING
HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN
…703-360-9546

MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN
…703-765-6118

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF

CHRIST...703-960-8772
UNITED METHODIST

ALDERSGATE UNITED
METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY
UNITED METHODIST...

703-836-2406
DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH...

703-671-8557
MT. VERNON UNITED

METHODIST...703-765-1100
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH...
703-836-7332

ST. ANDREW’S UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH...

703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…703-549-5500
WASHINGTON FARM UNITED

METHODIST...703-780-4696
WASHINGTON STREET
UNITED METHODIST…

703-836-4324
UNITARIAN

MOUNT VERNON
UNITARIAN CHURCH...

703-765-5950

News

New Focus on Mental Health
From Page 1

age their situation as best as they can and hopefully
never get to that crisis.”

Shortly after the Virginia Tech massacre, a com-
mission recommended that that more than $40 mil-
lion in additional spending be added to the mental-
health budget every year. Legislators took a strong
first step by adding about $30 million to the annual
budget the first year, but then the economic down-
turn tightened spending. Funding levels fell down
to where they were before the Virginia Tech massa-
cre. In the last two years, some funding has been
added, but the commission’s financial recommenda-
tion remains unfulfilled.
Now that a state senator’s
son was unable to get a psy-
chiatric bed before an emer-
gency custody order ex-
pired, legislators are pre-
paring themselves for a new
fight on familiar territory.

“This happens repeatedly
across Virginia,” said Alex-
andria Community Services
Board executive director
Michael Gilmore, who
spent 20 years running so-
cial services in rural Bath
County. “We have emergency staff that are really
struggling.”

ASIDE FROM FUNDING, a number of legislative
proposals are emerging as a result of the situation
involving Deeds and his son. One is to lengthen the
time that individuals can be detained under an emer-
gency custody order. Back in 2007, this was one of
the key recommendations of the Commission on
Mental Health Law Reform, which suggested a maxi-
mum of eight hours. Because the senator’s son was
released when time ran out rather than finding a
bed, a number of potential reforms are emerging as
a result. One would be that police could detain some-
one indefinitely against his or her will, which is un-
likely to receive support from civil rights advocates.
Another possibility would give magistrates the abil-
ity to issue temporary detention orders even though

a psychiatric bed has not been located yet.
“When someone has been shot, the emergency

room doesn’t deny the patient service because a bed
isn’t available,” said Del. Rob Krupicka (D-45). “That
shouldn’t happen in a mental-health context either.”

Legislators may end up debating which part of the
safety net is most in need of reform. For example, is
the emergency custody order in need of reform or
does the temporary detention order need to be modi-
fied? Krupicka and others have called for changes to
the emergency custody orders. But Barker says the
temporary detention order should be expanded be-
yond 48 hours, a time he says is not sufficient before

a judge issues a commit-
ment order detaining a
person for a more long-
term period of time.

“That is the shortest in
the nation. There is no
state that has a shorter
maximum period of time
in which someone can be
detained,” said Barker. “I
put a bill in last year to
increase that from 48
hours to 72 hours, which
has now been supported
by the governor’s school

safety task force so I think there’s strong support
moving forward on that.”

SOME OF THE POTENTIAL changes are being
suggested by the law-enforcement community. In-
coming Alexandria Commonwealth’s Attorney Bryan
Porter is working with Krupicka to craft legislation
that would create more time for mental health work-
ers to track down a psychiatric bed. One bill would
allow magistrates to issue successive two-hour ex-
tensions for emergency custody orders if they can
show good cause. Another change would allow mag-
istrates to issue temporary detention orders without
first identifying a psychiatric bed.

“These changes would allow a person in crisis to
be held until a bed could be found, subject to review
by the judicial branch,” said Porter. “This will keep
both the community and the person in crisis safe.”

“What we have to do is to
make sure that we are
providing as comprehensive
a set of services as we can to
help people with mental
illness stabilize themselves.”

—  State Sen. George Barker (D-39)

See Bulletin,  Page 14
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From Page 6

SATURDAY/DEC. 7
Volunteer Information Session. 11

a.m.-noon at John Marshall Library,
6209 Rose Hill Drive. Learn how to
become a child advocate with the

Fairfax CASA. 703-273-3526 ext. 22
for reservations or information.

English Conversation. 10:30 a.m. at
Sherwood Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane. Adults can converse with
other adults learning English. Free.
703-765-3645.

EBook Workshop. 1 p.m. at John

Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Adults can bring their eBook
reader and library card and get any
questions answered. Free. 703-971-
0010.

During the last week of
each year, the Mount Vernon
Gazette devotes its entire issue
to the creativity of local
students. The results are
always remarkable, and the
editions have won many
awards. It is a keepsake
edition for many families.

We publish artwork, poetry,
essays, creative writing,
opinion pieces, short stories,
photography, photos of
sculpture or gardens or other
creative efforts.

We ask that all submissions be digital so they can be
sent through e-mail or delivered on CD or flash drive.
Writing should be submitted in rich text format (.rtf).
Artwork should be provided in .jpg format. Identify each
piece of writing or art, including the student’s full name,
age, grade and town of residence, plus the name of the
school, name of teacher and town of school location.
Please provide the submissions by Friday, Dec. 6 for
publication the week of Dec. 26.

E-mail submissions to:
smauren@connectionnewspapers.com

To send CDs or flash drives containing artwork and
typed, electronic submissions, mark them clearly by
school and hometown and mail the CD to Children’s
Gazette, 1606 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.

Be a Part of CHILDREN’S GAZETTE
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T
he holidays are about giving. They
are about children. The holidays
are about sharing, about joy, about
alleviating suffering for others. The

holidays are about being thankful and about
faith and appreciation.

Most of us live in neighborhoods that are very
homogenous. There are exceptions, but most
people reading this live in affluent areas where
the houses are mostly in the same price range,
and while there might be some ethnic diver-
sity, there is little in the way of economic di-
versity.

It’s easy to forget that there are massive
unmet needs, hungry children, homeless fami-

lies most with at least one working parent,
homeless individuals with jobs and with-
out jobs, people who don’t know for sure
whether they will have enough to eat or
be able to be warm enough, people who are
choosing between medical care and car repair
when forgoing the car repair could mean los-
ing a job.

In Fairfax County Public Schools, about
50,000 of the 185,000 students qualify to re-
ceive free or subsidized meals, a significant
measure of poverty. Many elementary schools
staff are discovering that for some of these stu-
dents, a majority of students in some schools,
they only meals the can count on are break-

Holidays Are About Giving
So many needs, so many great organizations,
give locally where your heart leads you.

Editorial

Where To Give Locally

fast and lunch on school days.
Nonprofits, school staff and individuals have

been working to send backpacks of healthy, kid-
friendly food home with students on the week-
end.

It’s hard to imagine 50,000 students
going hungry; it’s obvious that chil-
dren who aren’t sure they will be able
to eat when they are hungry are not

going to have joyous holidays filled with fam-
ily meals, gifts and special activities.

Hundreds of homeless students attend the
public schools, and their needs are greater.

There are literally hundreds, probably thou-
sands, of ways to give locally this season. Here
are a few ideas. We welcome suggestions for
other groups.

— Mary Kimm,

 mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

In no particular order:
Our Daily Bread — has been serving needy families

in Fairfax County for 25 years. The Holiday Program
helps those in need with food for the holidays and
gifts for their children, making last year’s holiday
season brighter for approximately 3,000 families.
For more information on their holiday programs,
including how to sponsor a family, go to
www.odbfairfax.com/holiday

Food for Others distributed more than 2.4 million
pounds of free food to families in need in Northern
Virginia in the year ending June 30, 2012, The non-
profit provides a safety net for people who suddenly
face unforeseen emergencies such as a family illness
or the loss of a job or a spouse. Located at 2938
Prosperity Ave., Fairfax, VA 22031, 703-207-9173.
www.foodforothers.com

Ecumenical Community Helping Others (ECHO),
703-569-9160. Open to receive donations at 7205
Old Keene Mill Road, Springfield. Provides food and
financial assistance to those in short-term
emergencies, and provides clothing and household
goods to low income families, helping more than
5,000 people last year. www.echo-inc.org.

Lorton Community Action Center operates the Act
ll Thrift Shop at 9506 Richmond Highway, Lorton.
Sales from the shop generate funds for LCAC and
clients also shop there. Now collecting gift cards and
food baskets for Thanksgiving, gifts and food
baskets for Christmas, and warm coats. 703-339-
8611 www.lortonaction.org.

Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater Washington
Fairfax Area operates clubs in two of the neediest

areas of the county, Culmore and the Route 1
corridor, focusing on character and academic
success. http://www.bgcgw.org/fairfax/

Office to End and Prevent Homelessness needs
just a few thousand dollars more in contributions
for Jeans Day (in October) to qualify for a matching
grant from the Phillip L. Graham Fund, turning
many $5 and greater donations into $50,000 to help
thousands of homeless in Fairfax County.
www.ziphomelessness.com

12 Ways of Giving: Fairfax County Office of Public
Private Partnerships “12 Ways of Giving” campaign
is an annual event that showcases many ways for
meaningful, local giving during the holiday season.
www.fairfaxcountypartnerships.org

Assistance League of Northern Virginia is an all-
volunteer organization that clothes, feeds, educates
and nurtures those in need.  Working through six
elementary schools and Inova Fairfax Hospital,
Assistance League touches the lives of some of the
most needy in Northern Virginia. The schools
involved include Dogwood Elementary in Reston,
Lynbrook Elementary and Garfield Elementary in
Springfield, Cora Kelly Elementary in Alexandria
and Pine Spring Elementary in Falls Church.
Volunteers and donors are always needed.  Contact
ALNorthernVA@yahoo.com or see
www.northernvirginia.assistanceleague.org

Comfort for America’s Uniformed Services
(CAUSE) — ensures that recuperating service
members have opportunities for recreation and
social interaction and receive concrete signs of
appreciation for all that they have done. 4114

Legato Road Suite B, Fairfax, VA 22033, 703-591-
4968, cause-usa.org

National Capital Food Bank, 6833 Hill Park Drive,
Lorton, serving all of Northern Virginia, 703-541-
3063. www.capitalareafoodbank.org

Alternative House — Abused and Homeless
Children’s Refuge, 2100 Gallows Road, Vienna,
VA 22182, 703-506-9191,
www.thealternativehouse.org.

FACETS helps parents, their children and individuals
who suffer the effects of poverty in the Fairfax area.
FACETS is always in need of volunteers, and offers a
variety of one-time and ongoing opportunities. 703-
865-4251 or volunteer@facetscares.org. FACETS
offers a monthly Youth Volunteer Night.
Information about supply donations and FACETS
holiday gifts drive is available on the website at
www.facetscares.org. 10640 Page Avenue, Suite
300, Fairfax VA 22030

Committee for Helping Others (CHO), Vienna,
organized in 1969 by a group of concerned churches
and individuals in the Dunn Loring, Merrifield,
Oakton, Vienna community to provide simple,
loving charity to those in need. 703-281-7614,
www.cho-va.com

Lamb Center, www.thelambcenter.org, Day center for
homeless, Fairfax 703-691-3178

Northern Virginia Family Service, 10455 White
Granite Drive  Suite 100, Oakton, VA 22124  703-
385-3267 http://www.nvfs.org/

United Community Ministries, Mount Vernon,
703-768-7106, 7511 Fordson Road, Alexandria,
22306 http://www.ucmagency.org/

Democracy
In Action
To the Editor:

I have been a citizen volunteer
in the Mount Vernon District since
1974. As a proud retiree of the
U.S. Army with service in World
War II and Vietnam, I believe it is
our duty to give back to our com-
munity.

Being involved in grassroots de-
mocracy is a valued endeavor. I
recently served as the chair of the
Nominating Committee for the
Mount Vernon Council of Citizens’
Associations (MVCCA). This com-
mittee worked tirelessly to develop
a well-rounded and qualified slate
to bring forward to our member

associations for the MVCCA’s 2014
Executive Committee elections.

This year we elected:
James Davis and Chris Low as

returning co-chairs and a new
member of this co-chair team, Ron
Fitzsimmons. Carol Coyle was re-
elected as our secretary and
Patricia Gowland was elected to
stay on as our treasurer.

These individuals take on many
hours of hard and dedicated work
as key players in the orchestration
of the business of the MVCCA. The
MVCCA works diligently to bring
forward to our elected local and
state officials the opinions and
desires of our member organiza-
tions. The MVCCA is democracy at
the grass roots level in action, and
I am proud to be a part of that long

standing tradition.

Frank Cohn
Alexandria

Thankful
To the Editor:

The Thanksgiving holiday is a
day when it is appropriate to put
aside political and policy differ-
ences, take a step back and recog-
nize with appreciation how fortu-
nate we are to live in a free soci-
ety, able to make decisions for our-
selves about the important issues
confronting us and to live in a safe,
clean community mainly popu-
lated with thoughtful neighbors
and friends who have the best in-
terests of Mount Vernon and the

greater world at heart.
I have a great appreciation for

those neighbors, friends and col-
leagues who volunteer in the civic
arena by putting aside their per-
sonal agendas to serve the com-
munity at large with distinction.
Without these selfless individuals,
our community would not func-
tion as it does, at an extremely
high level of involvement in the
decision-making process of our
elected officials. Holding the feet
of our elected officials to the fire
so they take appropriate decisions
in our names is a great calling and
we have more than our fair share
of these civic-minded individuals.
They are the straws that stir the

Letters to the Editor
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Viewpoints

Santos A.: “I’m thankful for
skateboarding and for my
Mom.”

Monica P.: “I’m thankful for
my Mom and for nature.”

Barbara Dees: “I’m thank-
ful for my family.”

Ericka Morales and her
daughter Cynthia talked

about the new baby boy (in
the stroller): “That’s what

we are thankful for.  He
turns one month old on

Thanksgiving.”

What are you
thankful for,
this year?
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OF GREATER WASHINGTON
FAIRFAX COUNTY REGION

Support

Join in our annual giving
campaign:
For more information,
E-mail wkang@bgcgw.org
Phone: 703-820-5206
Visit http://www.bgcgw.org/givegreatfutures/
and select “Fairfax County”

The mission of Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater
Washington is to help boys and girls of all backgrounds,
especially those who need us most, build confidence,
develop character and acquire the skills needed to
become productive, civic-minded, responsible adults.

BGCGW’s Fairfax County region includes the Culmore
Character Club and Murraygate Village Club, serving 582
members a year. On average, 120 youths come through
the doors every day during the school year.

Meet Henry Lopez, 2013 National
Boys & Girls Clubs Virginia Youth
of the Year, who grew up with the
BGCGW Culmore Character Club
for 14 years. Henry now attends
George Mason University on an
Honor Scholarship studying
computer engineering.

Special Thanks to

CHRISTMAS BOOK SALE
To complement our ongoing book sale at the Sherwood Regional Library, beginning
on December 4 and continuing through most of December, there will be a special
sale of Christmas-related books and media.
There will be thousands of books, CDs, DVDs, and VHS tapes offered in the first and
second floor book sale areas.
Many of these items are in gift-quality condition and present a perfect opportunity
to buy a gift or two for the readers on your Christmas list.
Every senior and child (with a parent) gets a free book during our regular scheduled
sale days (every Wednesday from 1-4 pm and the first Saturday of each month from
10 am to 4 pm).
Donations of your excess books and media are always needed and always welcomed!

Sherwood Regional Library • 2501 Sherwood Hall Lane, Alexandria
703-765-3645

Two Convenient Alexandria Locations
Open 7 days a week

Bradlee Belle View
3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.

703.820.8600 571.384.6880
www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

BOTH LOCATIONS OPEN
THANKSGIVING DAY  9A.M.–1P.M.

From Page 8

Letters

drink of appropriate civic activ-
ism.  Our elected officials welcome
such involvement — without it,
they are unable to represent us.
Thanks to all of you for your ser-
vice to the community.

I wish the citizens of Mount
Vernon a Happy Thanksgiving,
and a rewarding holiday season.
The fight for truth, justice and the
American way will resume next
week!

H. Jay Spiegel
Mount Vernon

Heater Causes
House Fire

Fairfax County Fire and Rescue
Department units responded to a
house fire, Friday, Nov. 15, at ap-
proximately 8:40 a.m., in the
Mount Vernon area of Fairfax
County. The single family home is
located at 7922 Grimsley St.

Firefighters encountered smoke
and fire coming from the base-
ment of the two-story home upon
arrival. Firefighters brought the
fire under control in approxi-
mately 15 minutes. A sounding
smoke alarm alerted the occupants
to the fire allowing them to escape
unharmed. Two adults and an in-
fant have been displaced and will
receive support from the Red
Cross. A cat perished in the fire.
There were no other injuries.

Damage is estimated at
$200,000. According to fire inves-
tigators, the fire was accidental. A
portable heater placed too close to
a chair caused the fire.

News Brief

The fire department offers the
following alternate heating source
safety tips:

❖ Keep at least three feet of clear-
ance between your alternate heat
source and anything combustible.

❖ Never leave a heater on when
you are not in the room or when
you go to sleep.
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Kathleen Kennedy | Branch Vice President
Old Town Alexandria | 310 King Street,
Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703-283-3321
Now accepting new agents

Recognized as a world leader in marketing exceptional
properties, we have prominent offices across the globe,
which means your home has exposure all over the world.
Over $600 million of national real estate sold to
international buyers. Nationally, we handle an average

of $70.1 million in luxury sales every day!

Dominating
the Luxury
Market

 Now Featuring

Licensing Courses
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage is a
Moseley Community-Centered Education Pro-
gram participant offering Moseley Real Estate
licensing courses in Alexandria. Moseley has
over 40 years of experience helping students
pass the licensing exam the first time. Choose
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage and
Moseley to receive the best in real estate edu-
cation and career opportunities. The courses
are offered regularly, every couple of months,
8 sessions from 9 am-1 pm.
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Bulletin

From Page 7

TUESDAY/DEC. 10
Google Plus. 7 p.m. at Sherwood

Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall Lane.
Learn how to use maps, videos,
pictures and more on Google. Free.
703-765-3645.

One-on-One Internet/Computer
Training. 8 p.m. at Martha
Washington Library, 6614 Fort Hunt
Road. Adults can get help with basic
skills. Call for appointment. Call 703-
768-6700.

TUESDAY/JAN. 14
Pet Loss Support Group. 1:30-2:30

p.m. at Hollin Hall Senior Center,
1500 Shenandoah Road. Talk with
others who are dealing with the
death of a beloved pet. Free, register
by calling 703-333-6963.

SATURDAY/JAN. 18
Open House. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Fort

Hunt Preschool in the Carriage
House, 1909 Windmill Lane. Learn
about the school, meet teachers and
our classrooms. Contact Alex St. Clair
at admission@forthuntpreschool.com
or visit www.forthuntpreschool.com.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Wakefield Chorale needs a piano

accompanist to rehearse with and
accompany them during
performances at Northern Virginia
retirement communities. Rehearsals
and performances are all on
Tuesdays from 7:30-9:30 p.m., from
mid-September thru mid-December
and from mid-January through mid-
June. They need an accompanist who
can begin in mid-January. Contact
703-960-0440 or
donnajean5536@gmail.com.

The Northern Virginia Long-Term
Care Ombudsman Program
needs volunteer advocates for
residents in assisted living and
nursing facilities throughout the
area. Volunteers can work in facilities
close to where they live. Training and
support is provided. Call 703-324-
5861, TTY 711, or email
Lisa.Callahan@fairfaxcounty.gov.
Find more information at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/
olderadultservices/ltcombudsman/
vol_ombud_program.htm.

Fairfax County needs Somali-
speaking volunteers to provide
rides to an older adult in the Lorton
area. Call 703-324-5406, TTY 711,
visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
olderadults and link to Volunteer
Solutions or e-mail at Volunteer
Solutions@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Fairfax County’s Adult Day Health Care
Centers need outreach volunteers
for 4 hours/week. Requires travel
around the county. Marketing
experience preferred. Call 703-324-
5406, TTY 711, visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadults
and link to Volunteer Solutions or e-
mail VolunteerSolutions@
fairfaxcounty.gov for information.

The Mount Vernon Adult Day
Health Care Program needs a
volunteer to greet people and answer
phones one day per week from 10:30
a.m.-noon to start as soon as
possible. Contact Fairfax County’s
Volunteer Solutions at 703-324-5406,
TTY 703-449-1186,
VolunteerSolutions@
fairfaxcounty.gov, or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/
olderadultservices and click on
volunteers.

Fairfax County’s Meals on Wheels
needs drivers and a coordinator.
Contact Fairfax County’s Volunteer
Solutions at 703-324-5406, TTY 703-
449-1186, VolunteerSolutions@
fairfaxcounty.gov or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/
olderadultservices, click volunteers.
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TCHOUPITOULAS
Fine Furnishings and Interior Design

Tradition with a Twist

Tchoupitoulas is a fine furnishings store

located in Old Town Alexandria, which
specializes in designing interiors to reflect
our clients’ unique aesthetic. We like to call
it “Tradition with a Twist.”

Visit us at Tchoupitoulas (CHOP-uh-TOO-lis)
where you’ll see New Orleans traditions
reflected in everything from heirloom-quality
pieces to fun accessories to jazz up any space!

Special Black Friday Sales & Hours
Open Friday 9:00 am to 6:00 pm

Extended Hours Saturday & Sunday, opening 10:00 am to 5:00 pm

www.TchoupitoulasFurnishings.com

210 N. Lee Street ~ Alexandria
703-299-0145

Monday through Friday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm
Saturday & Sunday 12:00 pm to 5:00 pm

50% off everything in the store, and 60% off all Holiday Décor.
Active duty and Retired US military ALWAYS receive an additional 10% off every sale.

FRIDAY
ONLY!
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Eleanor (Ellie) McMorrow Bar-
bara, 73, formerly of The Manors
at Mount Vernon in Alexandria,
died at home in Denver, N.C. on
Monday, Nov. 25, 2013.

Born Oct. 28, 1940, in
Worchester, Mass., she was the
daughter of the late Hugh and Mae
Landis McMorrow. Ellie was a
graduate of St. Vincent Hospital
School of Nursing (RN) and Bos-
ton College (BSN). She served as

Head Nurse in the Bos-
ton College Health Unit
where she met her hus-
band of 48 years, Col.
James C. Barbara (USA,
Ret). Ellie was a support-
ive and accomplished
Army wife for 32 years,
a loving mother, proud
grandmother and in-
credibly generous friend to many.

She is pre-deceased by her par-

ents; sister, Ann Marie
McMorrow Hepburn;
and brother, Thomas
McMorrow. She is sur-
vived by her husband;
children, Scott (Debbie)
Barbara, Deborah (Rob-
ert) Magee, Tammy
(Dean Ekman) Barbara,
Brian (Cheryl) Barbara

and 14 grandchildren. A viewing
will be held at 10:30 a.m. followed

by a Funeral Mass at 11 a.m. on
Saturday, Dec. 7, at Holy Spirit
Roman Catholic Church, 527 Hwy
16 Denver, NC 28037. Addition-
ally, Ellie’s life will be celebrated
at Fort Myer, Va. before she is at
interred at Arlington National
Cemetery as soon as arrangements
are finalized. The family will re-
ceive friends immediately follow-
ing the service in the Holy Spirit
Parish Activity Center.

Obituaries

Eleanor (Ellie) McMorrow Barbara
In lieu of flowers, memorials

may be made to Children’s Insti-
tute for Learning Differences
(CHILD) at www.childnow.org or
to CHILD at 4030 - 86th Ave SE,
Mercer Island, WA 98040. Good
Samaritan Funeral Home, Denver,
is serving the Barbara family. Con-
dolences may be made to the Bar-
bara family at
www.whatmattersnow.org/visit/
ellie-barbara.

Carla Cesarina
Bonfanti Convery, a
long-time resident of the
Mount Vernon area and
former owner of Mike’s
Italian American Restau-
rant, died at her home
on Nov. 20, 2013 at the
age of 93. She was born
March 7, 1920 in Como,
Italy to Maria Begalli Bonfanti and
Mario Bonfanti. On March 9,
1947, she married William F.
Convery in Cividale, Italy. She
moved to the U.S. in 1947 and in
1952 became a U.S. citizen.

Throughout her life, Carla was
an avid runner and athlete. In
1936, she qualified as second run-
ner up for the 1936 Olympics in
Berlin, Germany. One of her great-
est thrills was meeting Jessie
Owens and watching him run. In
1940, she qualified for the Sum-
mer Olympics in Helsinki, Finland
which was cancelled because of
World War II.

In 1971 Carla and her two sons
purchased Mike’s Italian American
Restaurant and in 1975 sold the
restaurant and retired.  Five years
later she renewed her involvement
in Track and Field events that were
established in Washington DC. In
1983 she became an original mem-
ber of the Hollin Hall Senior Cen-
ter, Carla taught exercise classes
for 26 years and served on the
Advisory Council as secretary and
treasurer. She was an active vol-
unteer at the Hollin Hall Senior
Center, Gum Springs Senior Cen-
ter and the Mount Vernon Adult
Day Care Center.

As a senior citizen, she
participated and accu-
mulated awards in many
competitions; World
Games, Senior Olym-
pics, the Golden Age
Games, Senior Nation-
als, the Virginia Com-
monwealth Games, the
National Senior Games,

and the Potomac Valley Track
Club’s Masters Track, to name a
few. She received the Common-
wealth of Virginia Female Athlete
of the Year Award, Potomac Valley
Track Club Ray Gordon Outstand-
ing Athlete Award and the Retired
and Senior Volunteer Program Life
Time Achievement Award.

Her husband, William F. Convery
Sr. died in 1962. Carla is survived
by her two sons, William “Bill”
(Nancy) Convery and John Daniel
“Danny” (Lois) Convery; five
grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren and her close friend
Kate DeAngelis.

Family received friends on Sun-
day, Nov. 24 at Demaine Funeral
Home, 520 S. Washington Street,
Alexandria. A funeral mass was
held on Monday, Nov. 25 at Saint
Louis Catholic Church, 2907
Popkins Lane, Alexandria. Inter-
ment will take place at Arlington
National Cemetery at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, tributes may
be made to the Northern Virginia
Senior Olympics, P.O. Box 2089,
Merrifield, VA 22116 or to the
Potomac Valley Track Club, c/o
Peter Blank, Treasurer, 8200
Galahad Court, Annandale, VA
22003.

Carla Cesarina Bonfanti Convery

Build Your Community
Support Your Local

Businesses.

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Sports
Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

By Jon Roetman

The Gazette

T
he loss sticks with Chanel Shan-
non. She remembers her then-
senior teammates at Mount
Vernon, who suddenly had their

high school careers ended, suffering for not
just hours after the game, but weeks and
months. The loss motivates Shannon to pre-
vent her high school career from ending in
a similar fashion.

The 2012-13 Mount Vernon girls’ basket-
ball team was loaded with talent and high
expectations. The Majors had three seniors
— Kelly Loftus (Hofstra), Taylor Dunham
(Navy prep school), Tiffany Webster
(Barton) — who would go on to play col-
lege ball and a group of game-changing
younger players who contributed scoring,
defense and hustle. The Majors did the ex-
pected by winning their third consecutive
National District championship. But two
games later, Mount Vernon’s season ended
in the Northern Region quarterfinals when
South Lakes guard Caitlin Jensen buried a
jumper at the buzzer, giving the Seahawks
a 46-45 victory.

Mount Vernon had a chance to pad its
one-point lead late in the game, but twice
missed the front end of a one-and-one and
turned the ball over with an errant in-bound
pass.

The Majors shed tears immediately fol-
lowing the loss, but Shannon, who was a
sharpshooting junior at the time, remem-
bers the lingering pain of a season that
ended too soon.

“I use it as motivation for my senior sea-
son, to do everything so that doesn’t hap-
pen again,” Shannon said. “… That really
tore them apart for weeks and months and
I don’t want to feel the same pain they did.”

Shannon isn’t the only one who still thinks
about the loss. Senior post Samantha Por-
ter remembers the defeat. It’s still on the
mind of head coach Courtney Coffer, who

said Loftus, Dunham and Webster still think
about it, as well. But while the Majors have
motivation, two returning starters and some
talented newcomers, Coffer said the team
figures to fly under the radar, which could
lead to a more relaxed group.

“The underdog role is something we’re
looking forward to,” Coffer said. “When you
lose the three seniors that we lost, I think
it’s pretty safe to say no one is expecting
much from us this year. … That motives the
kids and that motivates me. … It’s not easy
dealing with that pressure, expecting to win
every night and getting everyone’s best shot
and you have no room for error.”

Shannon, a 5-foot-6 guard, and Porter, a
6-foot post player, are the Majors’ most ex-

perienced returning athletes. Shannon is
one of the team’s top perimeter threats. She
knocked down five 3-pointers and scored
26 points during Mount Vernon’s 68-52 vic-
tory over Oakton last season, which
snapped the Cougars’ 34-game winning
streak. Porter never stops working and is a
consistent double-double threat in the paint.
Both will play college basketball — Shan-
non at Barton and Porter at Christopher
Newport — and each will be expected to
do even more this season.

Coffer said Shannon and Porter have al-
ready shown they have the talent to be dif-
ference-makers, but now they’ll have more
opportunities at the offensive end.

“First thing we definitely need is leader-
ship,” Coffer said. “We need those two to
be leaders, we need those two to have a
huge voice in the locker room … and [hold]
people accountable.”

Porter’s hard work on the court sets an
example for others to follow.

“This season, I believe my role has
changed to be more of a leader figure,” Por-
ter wrote in an email. “In order to be suc-
cessful, we need to work hard together as a
team. I’m confident that Chanel and I will
be able to lead the team and be success-
ful.”

Sophomore forward Jasmine Collier (5-
9) and sophomore guard Chanise Ray (5-
6) were on the varsity as freshmen and fig-
ure to have a greater impact this season.
Sophomore guard Deja King (5-8), a trans-

fer from North Carolina, will also be a con-
tributor.

Coffer raves about senior transfer DJ
JeanPierre, calling her “freakishly athletic.”
The 5-foot-9 point guard transferred to
Mount Vernon this season after playing her
previous two seasons in Alabama and Mis-
sissippi.

“She has a great basketball IQ,” Coffer
said. “She has played on some really, really
good basketball teams. … She can flat-out
shoot the basketball.”

Six-foot senior Kelly Quigley, 6-foot fresh-
man Miracle Wyatt and 5-foot-10 junior Iris
Garcia-Rivera provide Mount Vernon with
size. Senior guard Morgan Kuhns (5-6) has
been with the varsity since her sophomore
season.

While Coffer has preached tenacious de-
fense in the past, the Majors are especially
focused on defending well this season after
graduating three scoring threats. Coffer said
the Majors have studied film of the VCU
men’s team playing defense and hope to
hold opponents to 45 points or less.

Mount Vernon will open the season on
the road against Centreville at 7:30 p.m.
on Dec. 3. Centreville reached the region
final four last season and returns standout
guard Jenna Green. The Majors’ first home
game is Dec. 10 against West Potomac.

“People are definitely going to doubt us
because we lost Kelly, Tiffany and Taylor,”
Shannon said. “… We’re working hard ev-
ery day to prove them wrong.”

Majors Motivated by Pain of Season-Ending Loss
Shannon, Porter are
Mount Vernon’s top
returning athletes.

Mount Vernon’s Chanel Shannon defends against
Oakton during the 2012-13 season.

Mount Vernon’s Samantha Porter drives against
Oakton during the 2012-13 season.

Mount
Vernon head
girls’ basket-

ball coach
Courtney

Coffer talks
to the Ma-

jors during a
game against

Oakton last
season.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

FRESH CUT SOD
ALL WINTER!

www.chantillyturffarms.com

Homeowners & Landscapers
CHANTILLY TURF FARMS, INC.

Tel. (703) 327-0908

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

20 yrs. of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Fall Clean Up...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

Remodeling Interior, 
Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Floors, Ceramic Tile, 

Painting, Decks, 
Fences, Additions. 
240-603-6182

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

EmploymentEmployment

Audit Manager
Chaconas & Wilson, P.C. an established 

DC CPA firm located two blocks from 
Foggy Bottom Metro, seeks an audit 

manager to compliment audit practice.  
Applicant should be a CPA.  Individual 

will be responsible for managing all 
aspects of audit, review and compilation 
engagements, primarily for not-for-prof-
it organizations.  Tax return preparation 

knowledge is a plus.  Competitive 
compensation and benefit packages.  

Flexible work schedule outside of busy 
season can be negotiated.  E-mail your 
resume to info@chaconas.com or fax 

resume to (202) 452-0881.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Sealed bids for the City of Alexandria per specifications will
be received in the office of the Purchasing Division until the 
date and time designated as follows:
Title: Request for Proposals No. 00000395, Windmill Hill Bulk-
head Improvements Engineering Design Services
Non-Mandatory Pre-Proposal Conference: December 10, 2013 
at 2 p.m.,prevailing local time, at 100 N. Pitt St, Suite 301, 
Alexandria, VA 22314.
RFP Closing Date and Time: December 27, 2013, 4 p.m., pre-
vailing local time
For general inquiries, contact John Soderberg at 703-746-4397
The City of Alexandria reserves the right to reject any and or all 
bids, cancel this solicitation, and to waive any informalities or
irregularities in procedure. THE CITY REQUIRES ITS CON-
TRACTORS TO BE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYERS.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Falls Church Antique CENTERFalls Church Antique CENTER
250 West Broad Street

Falls Church, VA
703-241-9642

Open 7 Days
6000 Square Feet

Christmas Shop opens November 1

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

HOLIDAY SHOW
Featuring antiques, painted furnishings and

accessories that are Old, New & just plain Cool!
December 6th and 7th form 9:00am - 5:00pm

3006 Fox Mill Rd, Oakton, VA

28 Yard Sales 28 Yard Sales

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements
ABC LICENSE

AMR Wines Plus, LLC trading 
as AMR Wines Plus, 5401 
Port Royal Rd, Springfield, VA 
22151 and 6461 Autumn Glen 
Ct, Alexandria, VA 22312. the 
above establishment is apply-
ing to the VIRGINIA DEPART-
MENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEV-
ERAGE CONTROL (ABC) for 
a Wholesale wine and wine 
importer-in-state license to sell 
or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages, Anna Ryjik, 
Manager/member
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 

submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 

date of the first of two required 
legal  notices. Objections 
should be registered at 
www.abc.virginia.gov or 

800-552-3200.

ABC LICENSE
Brown Bag Vino, LLC trading 
as Altura Wines, 108 N. Pat-
rick St, Alexandria, VA 22314. 
The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA DE-
PARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) 
for a Wine and Beer off prem-
ises license to sell or manufac-
ture alcoholic beverages. 
Edgar Salinas/Partner
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 

submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 

date of the first of two required 
legal  notices. Objections 
should be registered at 
www.abc.virginia.gov or 

800-552-3200.

26 Antiques
We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Legal Notices
LEGAL NOTICE

Pursuant to the provision of
section 4-1-16 of the code of

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department

located at 3600  Wheeler
Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22304

is now in possession of
unclaimed bicycles, mopeds,

lawn equipment, money,
scooters, and other items. All
persons having valid claim to

the property should file a claim
to the property with

reasonable proof of ownership
or the items will be sold,
destroyed, converted or

donated. For a  complete
listing go to 

http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police

Property Section at 
(703) 746-6709.
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Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT
ADS TO

CLASSIFIED • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

I'am a 
slow walker, 
but I never 
walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln

From Page 5

News

portant in the whole scheme of things,
and based on my years of experience advis-
ing seniors and their families:

Don’t wait for a crisis to occur; don’t wait
to have a candid and heartfelt conversation
between seniors and their adult children or
other members of the family until it is too
late. Talk candidly about the realities of life

and prepare a plan with your loved ones
for that time when help is going to be
needed. Don’t wait for a fall; don’t wait for
a crisis of confidence. Communication, com-
munication, and maintaining the lines of
communication and building mutual trust
is so important. Mount Vernon At Home is
here to help advise seniors and/or their
adult children, whatever their circum-
stances might be.

M
ount Vernon’s Gum Springs
community, the oldest free
black community in Fairfax
County, celebrated its 180th

anniversary Saturday, Nov. 23, at a dinner
organized by the Gum Springs Historical So-
ciety at which congratulatory plaques were
presented by Sharon Bulova, Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors chair and state Del.
Scott Surovell, and a speech was delivered
by African-American Civil War Museum cu-
rator Harry Jones on the courage and per-
severance of the early members of the com-
munity.

The community was founded in 1833 by
West Ford, a former slave on George
Washington’s nearby Mount Vernon Plan-
tation. Ford was willed land by George
Washington’s brother’s son, Bushrod, which
he later sold and purchased the area called
Gum Springs for the gum trees that grew
there.

Bulova presented a plaque congratulat-
ing the Gum Springs community to Ronald
Chase, president of the Gum Springs His-
torical Society. The plaque noted that Gum
Springs was founded by “patriarchal free-
man West Ford who permitted land ... to
become a refuge during the Civil War for
freed and runaway slaves, and with the help
of the Freedmen’s Bureau and the Quaker
community, Gum Springs residents estab-
lished economic survival through farming,
the lumber industry, and trades …. Today
Gum Springs has more than 2,500 residents,
many of whom are descendants of those
who lived here.” Chase also received con-
gratulatory resolutions passed in the state
Senate by Sen. Toddy Puller.

Letters of congratulation were also sent
by U.S. Rep. James Moran and Alexandria
Mayor William Euille. Moran noted “the
achievement of those early settlers, the in-

delible mark they left on African American
history and the ongoing success of the com-
munity they helped create.”

Euille said the “West Ford was a man of
vision … when he purchased a location
where many newly freed slaves came to be
reunited with their separated families or to
settle as newly emancipated people.”

Jones, curator of the Washington D.C.-
based African American Civil War Freedom
Foundation and Museum researched the
Gum Spring settlers and described their
courage in establishing a free black com-
munity in a slave state where they built
homes, established a church, educated their
children, and worked for the good of the
community.

The Gum Springs Historical Society and
Museum located at the west end of the Gum
Springs Community Center, 8100 Fordson
Road, Alexandria. The museum contains
portraits of early residents, photos of build-
ings, artefacts, and historical documents.

Gum Springs Community Honored

Fairfax County Board Chair Sharon
Bulova presents a plaque honoring
the Gum Springs community to
Ron Chase, president of the Gum
Springs Historical Society.

Del. Scott Surovell presents con-
gratulatory resolutions from the
state legislature to Chase.

Harry (Hari) Jones, curator of the
Washington D.C.-based African
American Civil War Freedom Foun-
dation and Museum gave a pas-
sionate speech on the courage of
settlers to build a free black com-
munity in a southern state before,
during, and after the Civil War.
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Support Mount Vernon At Home



20  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  November 28 - December 4, 2013 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

People

Helping UCM
Each month this school year, the

Army Junior ROTC students at
West Potomac High School

volunteer their time on a Friday
afternoon at the UCM Food

Pantry to organize and bag the
USDA commodities for UCM’s

clients.  The students also
conducted a car wash in Octo-

ber that raised $900 to support
UCM’s Help the Homeless Cam-
paign.  Pictured at UCM are 31
student volunteers, along with

their leaders Major Russell
Easter (third from right) and

Sergeant Malik Calos (center, in
white shirt).
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‘Build A Truck’
The Kindergarten children from St. Aidan’s Day School learned how to build a truck with wood,
nails, plastic wheels, and paint on Nov. 14. Patrice Graham and Delores Monk from
Hybla Valley Home Depot came to St. Aidan’s and taught students how to use a hammer, follow
directions, put together a truck, paint it, and put stickers on the truck. This activity was sponsored
by Home Depot.
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Story Telling Night
Stratford Landing elementary
school hosted its first annual
Story Telling night on Nov. 12.
The community and literacy
building event was a free event
put on by the PTA. The children
were treated to four stories by
special guest readers which
included Dan Storck, Mount
Vernon representative on the
Fairfax County School Board;
Sugar Plum Fairies and Cherry
Blossom Princesses from West
Potomac High School; local
military father’s in their uni-
forms, the school’s vice princi-
pal in disguise, and many other
readers. Each reading room was
decorated by theme and the
children and parents rotated
between the Space, Mystery,
Patriotic and Fairy Tale rooms.
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At Slave Memorial
George Washington’s Mount Vernon joined Black Women United for Action on Oct. 12,
in remembering the slaves who lived at Mount Vernon with a program and
wreathlaying ceremony at the Slave Memorial. The event featured dramatic readings,
performances, and music in recognition of the slaves’ sacrifices and contributions to
the early formation of this nation. Visitors could place a boxwood sprig on the Slave
Memorial’s stone steps emblazoned with “Faith, Hope, Love.” There were perfor-
mances by poet Nikki Giovanni, Howard University and Virginia State University
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E-mail announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and
artwork are encouraged. Deadline is
Thursday at noon.

ONGOING
Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a

range of open life drawing sessions to
hone figure drawing skills. Drop-in
with your supplies to draw live
models. Fee: $8-12. View the
calendar at
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

The West End Farmers Market will
run Sundays from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
through November. Located at Ben
Brenman Park, browse food, crafts
and more. Visit
www.westendfarmersmarket.org.

Photography Workshop. 10:30 a.m.-
noon at Multiple Exposures Gallery
on 105 N. Union Street.
Photographers and enthusiasts of all
skill levels are invited to share work,
ideas, and questions at this free
workshop held on the last Sunday of
each month, except December. No
reservations. Call 703-683-2205.

Book a Librarian. At the Charles E.
Beatley, Jr. Central Library, 5005
Duke St, for help with research or to
better understand the library’s
databases and resources. Make an
appointment by calling 703-746-
1751.

Computer Tutoring. At the Charles E.
Beatley, Jr. Central Library, 5005
Duke St. Individual assistance from a
librarian. Call 703-746-1751.

Encore Chorale. Mondays 10:30 a.m.-
noon at the George Washington
Masonic National Memorial, 101
Callahan Dr. Register now for Encore
Chorale’s fall season. The group of
singers, ages 55 and up, practice
classical and holiday songs to prepare
for December performances. $150
tuition. Visit encorecreativity.org or
call 301-261-5747.

Art Exhibit. Through November, see
Jenna Fournel’s work at Huntley
Meadows Park. Hours are Monday,
Wednesday-Friday from 9 a.m.-5
p.m. and Saturday-Sunday from
noon-5 p.m. Visit
www.jenna4nel.com for more.

Art Exhibit. See “Del Ray Dozen
Invitational Photography Show” at
Del Ray Artisans, 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. Subject matter ranges
from landscapes to portraits and a
little bit of everything in between and
the select photographers approach
their craft in different ways—as
traditional film shooters, digital
image-makers, darkroom junkies,
print makers, and experimentalists.
Exhibit runs Nov. 1 through Dec. 1.
For more information, visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

Art Exhibit. Photographer Everitt Clark
presents “Cities in the Air” from Nov.
7 through Dec. 2 in the Art League at
Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union St.
The exhibit will reveal how
Richmond, Va., past and present
intertwine. Free. Hours are Monday-
Wednesday and Friday-Saturday
from 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Thursdays from
10 a.m.-9 p.m.; and Sundays from
noon-6 p.m. Visit www.theart
league.org or 703-683-1780.

Art Exhibit. See “Portent” in the
Athenaeum Gallery, 201 Prince St.,
from Oct. 24 through Dec. 8. The
works attempt to visually come to
terms with, reflect or represent the
magnitude of natural events. Free.
Visit www.nvfaa.org for more.

Theater Performance. Through
Sunday, Dec. 22, see “A Broadway
Christmas Carol” at MetroStage,
1201 N. Royal St. Wednesday, Nov.
27 at 7 p.m.; Thursday-Friday at 8
p.m.; Saturdays at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m.
and Sundays at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.
This show is a cross between the
classic Dickens’ tale and song
parodies of more than 30 Broadway
show tune favorites. $50/adult; $25/

student or child. Visit
www.metrostage.org for tickets.

Theater Performance. See The Little
Theatre of Alexandria’s “A Christmas
Carol” from Dec. 5-22 at the theatre,
600 Wolfe St. Performances are
Thursdays-Fridays at 8 p.m. and
Saturdays-Sundays at 3 p.m. and 5
p.m. $15. Visit
www.thelittletheatre.com or 703-
683-0496.

Tickets Now on Sale. Buy tickets for
the Alexandria Candlelight Tour with
special early-bird pricing. $15/adult;
$12/senior if purchased before Dec.
1. Tour Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
Carlyle House Historic Park, Lee-
Fendall House and Lloyd House by
candlelight and enjoy decorations,
entertainment and more on Saturday,
Dec. 14 from 6-9 p.m. or Sunday,
Dec. 15 from 3-6 p.m. Tickets
purchased after Dec. 1 are $20/adult;
$15/senior and $5/child. Tickets can
be purchased at shop.alexandria.gov
or 703-746-4242. Visit
www.historicalexandria.org for more.

Art Exhibit. Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery
presents “Holiday Sizzle” in Studio
18 at Torpedo Factory Art Center,
105 N. Union St. Exhibit starts on
Nov. 19, additional items will be
added Dec. 9 and the exhibit closes
Jan. 5. Free. Some items will be for
sale. Visit www.potomacfiberarts
gallery.com or 703-548-0935.

Art Exhibit. Artist John Gascot of
Studio 4, 218 N. Lee St., suite 101,
creates an art exhibit to honor the
life journeys of transgender
individuals. It will be on display
through January. Gallery hours are
Thursday-Saturday, noon-7 p.m. and
Sunday from noon-5 p.m. or by
appointment. Visit
www.studio4oldtown.com for more.

African American Activists
Exhibition. Through Saturday, Jan.
4, 2014, Living Legends of
Alexandria is an ongoing photo-
documentary project created in 2006
by artist-photographer Nina Tisara to
identify, honor and chronicle people
making current history in Alexandria.
This free exhibit is at the Alexandria
Black History Museum, 601 Wythe
St. The museum is open Tuesday
through Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Visit www.alexblackhistory.org or
call 703-746-4356.

Art Exhibit. “Small Works,” juried by
Irene Owsley will run Nov. 26-Jan. 5,
at the Multiple Exposures Gallery in
the Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105
N. Union St. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org for more.

“The Street Sense Project.” Thien-
Kim Pham presents “Portraits of
People Who Live and Work on the

Streets” in studio 21 at the Torpedo
Factory, 105 N. Union St. The exhibit
runs Dec. 5 through Jan. 6. A portion
of the sales will be donated to a local
charity related to the subject matter
depicted in the piece. Visit
www.theartleague.org or 703-683-
1780 for more.

Art Exhibit. “Small Worlds,” a multi-
media juried exhibition with a focus
on artists who work in miniature or
small scales will run Dec. 6-Jan. 12,
at the Target Gallery in the Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union St.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org for
more.

CLASSES
Introduction to Machine Sewing

for Children. 4:15-6:15 p.m. on
Tuesday, Dec. 3 at Art at the Center,
2804 Sherwood Hall Lane. Learn how
to operate a sewing machine and
beginning sewing skills while turning
a t-shirt into a tote bag. For children
ages 8 and up. $35/child. Visit
www.artatthecenter.org or 703-201-
1250.

Introduction to Quilting: Parent/
Child Class. 9 a.m.-noon on
Saturday, Nov. 23 and Saturday, Dec.
7. Parents and children ages 7 and up
can learn how to use a sewing
machine and then learn how to quilt.
Bring a yard of cotton fabric and
smaller pieces of cotton fabric (at
least 6-inch squares) to create
patches. $120. With registration, if
you have a sewing machine, say so.
Visit www.artatthecenter.org or 703-
201-1250.

Christmas Cooking Class. 11 a.m.-2
p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 14 at Osteria
Marzano, 6361 Walker Lane, Suite
140. Chef Carmine Marzano will
teach participants how to cook an
Italian Christmas meal, then dine on
the creations. $85/person. RSVP to
info@osteriamarzano.com or 703-
313-9700.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Just drop-in for the
session and bring your supplies to
draw or paint our live models. Fee
ranges from $8-$12. All skill levels
are welcome. Del Ray Artisans is
located at 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for
a schedule.

CHRISTMAS TREE SALES
Christmas Tree Sale. The Alexandria

Police Youth Camp is hosting a sale
from Nov. 30-Dec. 5 at 110 Callahan
Drive. Hours are weekdays from 4-8

p.m. and weekends from 10 a.m.-8
p.m. Proceeds will help fund
scholarships for children to attend
the camp. Visit www.alexpyc.org for
more.

Christmas Tree and Wreath Sale.
Pick out a freshly-cut North Carolina
Fraser Fir while enjoying some hot
cider and cookies. Ten percent of the
sale will go back to a designated PTA.
Runs Saturdays and Sundays at St.
Aidan’s Episcopal Church, 8531
Riverside Road, through Dec. 15.
Visit www.staidansepiscopal.com or
703-360-4220.

Christmas Tree Sale. Saturdays, Dec.
7, 14 from 7 a.m.-5 p.m. and
Sundays, Dec. 8, 15 from noon-4
p.m. in the parking lot adjacent to
Trinity United Methodist Church,
corner of Cameron Mills and Allison.
Sponsored by the North Ridge
Citizens Association. $25-$90 for a
tree, $16 for wreaths, $20 for
garland and $25 for tree stands. Call
Bruce Johnson at 703-548-9604.

THURSDAY/NOV. 21
Concert. 7:30 p.m. at the Birchmere

Music Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Joe Ely and Paul Thorn perform. $35.
Visit www.birchmere.com or call
703-549-7500.

Story Telling. 7 p.m. at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Ellouise
Schoettler will tell the story of
“Finding Gus.” $10/person. Visit
www.nvfaa.org for more.

Illustrated Lecture. 7:30 p.m. at
Lloyd House, 220 N. Washington St.
“Volusia: Civilian, Slave and Soldier
Experiences in the Civil War”
presented by Amy Bertsch, former
Office of Historic Alexandria public
information office. The presentation
involves research into a rare
photograph of enslaved people taken
in Alexandria, and reveals how the
Civil War impacted three groups of
people on a large Duke Street
property, then known as Volusia, and
today known as Foxchase in
Alexandria’s West End. Free. Visit
www.historicalexandria.org or 703-
746-4554.

Theater Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
Burgundy Farm Country Day School,
3700 Burgundy Road. Watch the
seventh-graders put on “The Princess
Bride.” $5/adult; $1/child.

FRIDAY/NOV. 29
Shop Local. More than 50 independent

boutiques will open early with
shopping deals. Participating stores
will offer discounts starting at 6 a.m.
Also enjoy free parking during the

day and restaurants opening early
with discounts and more. Visit
www.blackfridayalexandria.com for a
list of participating businesses.

Archaeology Open House. 1-5 p.m.
at the museum, 105 N. Union St.,
#327. Free. Visit
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org or
703-746-4399.

Shop Local. More than 50 independent
boutiques will open early with
shopping deals. Participating stores
will offer discounts starting at 6 a.m.
Also enjoy free parking during the
day and restaurants opening early
with discounts and more. Visit
www.blackfridayalexandria.com for a
list of participating businesses.

Tree Lighting Ceremony. 6 p.m. at
Market Square in front of City Hall,
301 King St. The Mayor and Santa
Claus will light the city tree. Enjoy
music, caroling and more. Free. Visit
www.visitalexandriava.com for more.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/NOV. 29-30
Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at The

Birchmere Music Hall,3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. The Seldom Scene & Dry
Branch Fire Squad will perform. $35.
Visit www.birchmere.com or call
703-549-7500.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/NOV. 29-DEC. 22
Pictures with Santa and Mrs.

Claus. Children can take pictures at
Rashmi Pappu Photography Studio,
210 N. Lee St., on Saturdays from 9
a.m.-4 p.m., except for Dec. 7 when
hours are 1-5 p.m. and Sundays from
noon-5 p.m. $15/5x7 photo print.
Visit www.oldtownsanta.com or 571-
331-0702.

FRIDAY-MONDAY/NOV. 29-JAN. 6
Christmas at Mount Vernon. Daily

from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at George
Washington’s Mount Vernon, 3200
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway.
Enjoy themed decorations, chocolate-
making decorations, tour the third
floor of the mansion and meet
Aladdin the camel. $17/adult; $8/
child; 5 and under free. Visit
www.mountvernon.org or 703-780-
2000.

SATURDAY/NOV. 30
Author Book Signing. 2-4 pm. at St.

Elmo’s Coffee Pub, 2300 Mount
Vernon Ave. Alexandria resident
Kathie Truitt will discuss and sign
copies of her book “The Hillbilly
Debutante Cafe.” Free.

Book Launch. 1-5 p.m. at Art at the
Center, 2804 Sherwood Hall Lane.
Enjoy crafts, book signing and more.
Visit www.artatthecenter.org or 703-
201-1250.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/NOV. 30-DEC. 22
Mount Vernon by Candlelight.

Saturdays and Sundays from 5-8 p.m.
at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. Take candlelight
tours, enjoy fireside caroling and
festive treats. Tickets are $22/adult;
$15/child. Visit
www.mountvernon.org or 703-780-
2000.

SUNDAY/DEC. 1
Civil War Sunday. 1-5 p.m. at

Alexandria Archaeology Museum in
Torpedo Factory Arts Center, 105 N.
Union St. See an original May 26,
1861, edition of “The New-York
Tribune” detailing Colonel Elmer
Ellsworth’s death in Alexandria, a
Peeps diorama illustrating Ellsworth’s
death, a TimeTravelers Passport
exhibit featuring the Civil War
drummer boy, a diorama of a heating
system constructed in Alexandria to

Entertainment
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Breakfast
With Santa
Breakfast
With Santa

Metropolitan School of the Arts of Lorton will host Breakfast with Santa on Sun., Dec. 8 at 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. at
the Hotel Monaco, 480 King Street. $35-$45 per person. Purchased tickets at www.metropolitanarts.org. The Frosty
Follies’ performers will join Santa for the annual Breakfast with Santa. The family-event offers Sunday brunch at the
Hotel Monaco in Old Town Alexandria, complete with a live jazz performance from Metropolitan School of the Arts’
dancers, interactive song and dance workshop for children, goody bags and visits from Frosty the Snowman, Rudolph
the Red-Nosed Reindeer, Suzy Snowflake and her International Dolls.
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warm Civil War hospital tents during the winter of
1861, a cocked and loaded Wickham musket
discarded in a privy during the 1860s, and an
exhibit on a Lee Street archaeological site during
the Civil War. Free. Visit
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org or call 703-
746-4399.

Chanukah Festival of Lights. 5 p.m. at the
Crowne Plaza Hotel, 901 N. Fairfax St. Watch as
the six-foot Menorah is lit by Alexandria Mayor
William D. Euille. Hot potato pancakes and
donuts will be handed out as well. There will
also be entertainment, a raffle and more. Visit
www.chabadAA.org or contact Rabbi Mordechai
Newman at 703-370-2774.

SUNDAY-WEDNESDAY/DEC. 1-25
Holiday Advent Calendar Art Celebration.

Each day at sundown the store will reveal
“advent art” featuring holiday creations by local
artists and organizations. These canvases will be
available for auction, visitors can place bids
inside the store. Proceeds will benefit The
Reading Connection. Visit
www.christmasattic.com or 703-548-2829.

MONDAY/DEC. 2
Tavern Toddlers: Rhythm and Music. 10:30-

11:30 a.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N.
Royal St. Toddlers through 36 months can enjoy
storytime, dancing, crafts and more. $7/group of
three. Visit www.alexandriava.gov/
GadsbysTavern for more.

TUESDAY/DEC. 3
Theater Performance. 10:30 a.m. at W-3

Theatre at the Workhouse Arts Center, 9601 Ox
Road, Lorton. Arts on the Horizon presents
“Drumming with Dishes: The Holiday Edition.”
$8/child and adults. Visit
www.artsonthehorizon.org for tickets.

Library Tour. 1:30 p.m. at Mount Vernon Estate.
Tour the new Fred W. Smith National Library for
the study of George Washington. Led by Mount
Vernon tour guides and Library staff members,
this new tour will offer access to the main floor
of the center for scholarship about George
Washington, Colonial America, and the
Revolutionary Era. View rare books and
manuscripts, special collections and art, research
resources, and one-of-a-kind design details such
as custom-created

busts of the Founding Fathers. Tours are included
in admission to the Estate, but are limited in
capacity and are on a first-come, first-served
basis. Visit www.MountVernon.org or 703-780-
2000.

Artist Lecture. 6-8 p.m. at Morrison House, 116
S. Alfred St. Enjoy a salon-style discussion series
exploring Alexandria’s heritage and culture
through talks with artists, authors and
archaeologists from Alexandria and the Torpedo
Factory. Free. Visit www.morrisonhouse.com or
703-838-8000.

Theater Performance. 10:30 a.m. at W-3
Theatre at the Workhouse Arts Center, 9601 Ox
Road, Lorton. Arts on the Horizon presents
“Drumming with Dishes: The Holiday Edition.”
$8/child and adults. Visit
www.artsonthehorizon.org for tickets.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 4
Theater Performance. 10 a.m. or 11:30 a.m. at

W-3 Theatre at the Workhouse Arts Center,
9601 Ox Road, Lorton. Arts on the Horizon
presents “Drumming with Dishes: The Holiday
Edition.” $8/child and adults. Visit
www.artsonthehorizon.org for tickets.

Magic Show. 7 p.m. at Bishop Ireton High School,
201 Cambridge Road. See a performance by
International Brotherhood of Magicians Ring 50.
Bring a canned food item or toy that will be
donated to the Alexandria Citadel of the
Salvation Army. Visit
www.ibmring50.blogspot.com.

Theater Performance. 10 a.m. or 11:30 a.m. at
W-3 Theatre at the Workhouse Arts Center,
9601 Ox Road, Lorton. Arts on the Horizon
presents “Drumming with Dishes: The Holiday
Edition.” $8/child and adults. Visit
www.artsonthe horizon.org for tickets.

THURSDAY/DEC. 5
Theater Performance. 10:30 a.m. at W-3

Theatre at the Workhouse Arts Center, 9601 Ox
Road, Lorton. Arts on the Horizon presents
“Drumming with Dishes: The Holiday Edition.”
$8/child and adults. Visit

www.artsonthehorizon.org for tickets.
Holiday Shopping Event. 4-8 p.m. at Reunions

Gifts and Antiques store, 1709 Centre Plaza.
Enjoy champagne, snacks, raffle, trunk show by
local artist Janine Bland. Twenty percent of all
sales will be donated to Senior Services of
Alexandria. Visit seniorservicesalex.org for
more.

Ballet Performance. 5:30 p.m. Alexandria
Community Dance and West Potomac Academy
present “The Nutcracker” at West Potomac High
School theater, 6500 Quander Road. More than
100 students from local schools and performers
ranging from age 4 to adult will perform. $12/
adult; $10/student in advance or $15/adult;
$12/student at the door. Visit
www.alexandriadance.com for tickets.

A Peter White Christmas. 7:30 p.m. at
Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Features Mindi Abair & Rick Braun. $49.50. Visit
www.birchmere.com or 703-549-7500 for
tickets.

FRIDAY/DEC. 6
Theater Performance. 10 a.m. or 11:30 a.m. at

W-3 Theatre at the Workhouse Arts Center,
9601 Ox Road, Lorton. Arts on the Horizon
presents “Drumming with Dishes: The Holiday
Edition.” $8/child and adults. Visit
www.artsonthe horizon.org for tickets.

Holiday on the Avenue. 6-9 p.m. at the Del Ray
Farmer’s Market at Mount Vernon Avenue and
E. Oxford Ave. Watch as the Del Ray Christmas
tree is lit up, enjoy a visit from Santa Claus and
a stroll down Mount Vernon Avenue which is
illuminated by thousands of candles. Free. Visit
www.visitdelray.com or 703-683-2570 for more.

Ballet Performance. 6:30 p.m. Alexandria
Community Dance and West Potomac Academy
present “The Nutcracker” at West Potomac High
School theater, 6500 Quander Road. More than
100 students from local schools and performers
ranging from age 4 to adult will perform. $12/
adult; $10/student in advance or $15/adult;
$12/student at the door. Half-price tickets for all
Boy and Girl Scouts. Visit
www.alexandriadance.com for tickets.

Holiday Open House. 6:30-9 p.m. at the
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union St.
Enjoy food, refreshments and music while
browsing items for purchase. Door prizes will be
given. Visit www.torpedofactory.org for more.

Music Performance. At Birchmere Music Hall,
3701 Mount Vernon Ave. Bo Bice will perform
as a special guest vocalist with Blood Sweat &
Tears. Visit www.birchmere.com or 703-549-
7500.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/DEC. 6-7
Scottish Christmas Walk Weekend. Celebrate

Alexandria’s Scottish heritage with the 43rd
Annual Campagna Center Scottish Christmas
Walk Weekend. Start the weekend with the
Christmas Marketplace and Heather and Greens
sale from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. on Dec. 6 at the George
Washington Masonic Memorial. Deck the Hall
with Santa from 1-3 p.m. on Dec. 6 at the
George Washington Masonic Memorial. The

Entertainment

Menorah Kindling
Chabad Lubavitch of Alexandria-Arling-

ton invites the entire community to
celebrate the Festival of Lights at a public
Menorah kindling ceremony. The grand
Chanukah celebration will take place on
Sunday, Dec. 1, 5 p.m. at the Crowne Plaza
Hotel, 901 N Fairfax Street. Mayor William
D. Euille will be honored with lighting the
six foot Menorah. Following the kindling,
hot potato pancakes and doughnuts, the tra-
ditional

foods of Chanukah, will be distributed
free to everyone.The program will also fea-
ture professional family entertainment, a
free Chanukah raffle for a NOOK HD,
Chanukah gifts and treats, lively Chanukah
music and more. In its Chanukah outreach
campaign, Chabad Lubavitch of Alexandria-
Arlington joins thousands of Chabad centers
across the globe that are staging similar
public displays of the Menorah and its sym-
bolic lights. Bring the children and make
this a special Chanukah celebration. Contact
Rabbi Mordechai Newman at 703-370-2774
or visit www.chabadAA.org.
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Taste of Scotland is from 8-11 p.m. on Dec. 6 at the
George Washington Masonic Memorial. On Dec.
7, enjoy the Scottish Christmas Walk at 11 a.m.
and the Tour of Homes from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Visit
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com for tickets and
more information.

SATURDAY/DEC. 7
Holiday Craft Fair. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at Gadsby’s

Tavern, 400 Cameron St. Alexandria Unit 24 of
the American Legion Auxiliary will host the
event. There will also be a bake sale. All
proceeds will support veterans, military and
their families in the community.

Holiday Market. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. in the Colasanto
Center, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave. The Del Ray
Artisans will offer handmade work from local
artists, handmade ornaments and bake sale
items to benefit the Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria. Free. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for more.

Theater Performance. 10:30 a.m. at W-3
Theatre at the Workhouse Arts Center, 9601 Ox
Road, Lorton. Arts on the Horizon presents
“Drumming with Dishes: The Holiday Edition.”
$8/child and adults. Visit
www.artsonthehorizon.org for tickets.

Scottish Walk Parade Open House. 11 a.m.-4
p.m. at Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum,
105-107 S. Fairfax St. Enjoy free tours and
browse items that were used during the time of
George Washington. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/historic/apothecary/
default.aspx or 703-746-3852.

Watercolor Show and Sale. 4-7 p.m. at Hollin
Hall Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah Road.
Over 50 participating artists from the Torpedo
Factory will be selling their works. All artists are
students of Gwendolyn C. Bragg. Free. 703-765-
4573, TTY: 711.

Country-Western Dance. Lessons start at 6:30
p.m., dancing from 7:30-10 p.m. at Lincolnia
Senior Center, 4710 N. Chambliss St. A DJ
provides music. Couples and singles welcome.
$10/NVCWDA member; $12/non-member; $5/
child. Visit www.nvcwda.org or 703-860-4941.
Bring own non-alcoholic drinks.

Music Concert. 7 p.m. at St. Aidan’s Episcopal
Church, 8531 Riverside Road. Canadian folk
singer James Keelaghan will perform. $18/
general; $15/advance. Visit
www.focusmusic.org for more.

Honky Tonk Holiday Show. Bill Kirchen & Too
Much Fun performs at The Birchmere Music
Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave. Visit
www.birchmere.com or 703-549-7500.

Benefit Concert. 8:15 p.m. at Immanuel Church-
on-the-Hill, 3606 Seminary Road. The Singers’
Theater of Washington will perform popular
arias from composers including Rossini, Puccini,
Wagner and more. $20/admission is suggested.
Visit www.singerstheatre.com for more.

Father Christmas Photos. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at
Gadsby’s Arcade, 320 King St. Children and dogs
can take photos with Father Christmas. $10 for
polaroid-like photos and $5 donation for your
own photos. Proceeds benefit Gadsby’s Tavern.
703-746-4242.

Kwanzaa Family Fun Workshop. 11 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. at Alexandria Black History Museum,
902 Wythe St. Learn about Kwanzaa through
games, songs and more. $5/person. Visit
oha.alexandriava.gov/bhrc/ or 703-746-4356.

Christmas at Carlyle House. Noon-4 p.m. at
Carlyle House, 121 N. Fairfax St. Tour a holiday-
decorated house, talk to soldiers from the 1st
Virginia Regiment during 1761, enjoy
demonstrations, samples and more. $5/person.
703-549-2997.

Winter Wreath Workshop. 1-3 p.m. at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
Create a beautiful winter wreath to take home
for your front door after Green Spring staff
demonstrate the dazzling possibilities. Greens,
forms, ribbons and cones included with
additional $20 supply fee. Code: 290 484 6901,
$35/person. Register on-line at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/greenspring or
call Green Spring Gardens 703-642-5173.

Ornament Decorating Workshop. 1-4 p.m. at
Alexandria Archaeology in the Torpedo Factory,
105 N. Union St. Families can decorate an
artifact-shaped dough ornament. Free. 703-746-
4399.

Home for the Holidays Pops Concert. 2 p.m.
or 7:30 p.m. at Alexandria Singers, 1801 N.
Quaker Lane. The Alexandria Singers will
perform. $25/reserved seats; $20/general; $15/
group, senior or military; $5/child age 6 and
under. Visit www.alexandriasingers.com/ or
703-941-7464.

Ballet Performance. 2:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.

Alexandria Community Dance and West
Potomac Academy present “The Nutcracker” at
West Potomac High School theater, 6500
Quander Road. More than 100 students from
local schools and performers ranging from age 4
to adult will perform. $12/adult; $10/student in
advance or $15/adult; $12/student at the door.
Military members can get tickets for $10 with
proper ID for the 6:30 p.m. show. Visit
www.alexandriadance.com for tickets.

Holiday Boat Parade of Lights. Festivities start
at 3 p.m. with the parade at 5:30 p.m. at the
waterfront at Cameron Street. More than 50
boats will illuminate the Potomac. Special
appearance by Santa. Free. Visit
www.visitalexandriava.com or 703-746-3301.

SUNDAY/DEC. 8
Theater Performance. 11 a.m. at W-3 Theatre at

the Workhouse Arts Center, 9601 Ox Road,
Lorton. Arts on the Horizon presents “Drumming
with Dishes: The Holiday Edition.” $8/child and
adults. Visit www.artsonthehorizon.org.

Breakfast with Santa. 10:30 a.m. or 1 p.m. at
the Hotel Monaco, 480 King St. Metropolitan
School of the Arts will host the breakfast.
Tickets range in price from $35-$45/person.
Visit www.metropolitanarts.org for tickets.

Holiday Market. Noon-4 p.m. in the Colasanto
Center, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave. The Del Ray
Artisans will offer handmade work from local
artists, handmade ornaments and bake sale
items to benefit the Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria. Free. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

Watercolor Show and Sale. Noon-4 p.m. at
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah
Road. Over 50 participating artists from the
Torpedo Factory will be selling their works. All
artists are students of Gwendolyn C. Bragg.
Free. 703-765-4573, TTY: 711.

Gardeners’ Holiday Open House. Noon-4 p.m.
at Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. This festive day is for gardeners of all
ages, individuals and families. Admission is free.
There will be a Holiday Puppet Show by Bob
Brown (tickets for the 2 p.m. show are $3/
person and can be purchased in advance using
Code: 290 489 4301), festive greens and tree
ornaments for sale, a vintage train display,
seasonal breads for sale, and complimentary
refreshments. There will be a whimsical
gingerbread house contest. Get your
Gingerbread House contest entry form at
www.greenspring.org on the Special Events
page. Call 703-642-5173 for more information.

“Christmas in Cape Breton.” 7:30 p.m. at
Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Natalie MacMaster is an award-winning fiddler.
$39.50. Visit www.birchmere.com or 703-549-
7500 for tickets.

Chorale Performance. 4 p.m. at Alexandria
Campus of Northern Virginia Community
College, 3001 N. Beauregard St. New Dominion
Chorale will perform works by Benjamin Britten
and Thomas Beveridge. Special guest chorus
World Children’s Choir will perform along with
other guests. $30/adult; $25/senior; $5/
student, child; $20/groups of 10 or more. Visit
www.newdominion.org or 703-442-9404.

Music Performance. 3 p.m. The Washington
Metropolitan Philharmonic will perform at T.C.
Williams High School, 3330 King St. $20/adult;
18 and under free. Visit www.wmpamusic.org or
703-799-8229.

MONDAY/DEC. 9
Tavern Toddlers: Rhythm and Music. 10:30-

11:30 a.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N.
Royal St. Toddlers through 36 months can enjoy
storytime, dancing, crafts and more. $7/group
of three. Visit www.alexandriava.gov/
GadsbysTavern for more.

Garden Sprouts: Welcome Winter. 11 a.m.-
noon at Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Preschool children ages 3-5 with
accompanying adult. Tour the garden to see the
changes that winter brings. Learn why some
animals stay and others migrate or hibernate.
Make a winter landscape to take home and a
pinecone feeder for the birds that remain. Code:
290 481 4401, $6/child. Register on-line at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/greenspring or
call Green Spring Gardens 703-642-5173.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 11
Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at Birchmere

Music Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave. The
Wooten Brothers will perform for all ages. $35.
Visit www.birchmere.com or 703-549-7500.

Entertainment
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You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota

27 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.


